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[Music] good morning i'm john rieger we're cutting into programming to bring you a live picture of president 
bush landing in the twin cities just stepping off air force one just about the door is open air force one landed 
six or seven minutes ago touched down taxied up at minneapolis-st paul airport the president here to tour the 
35w bridge collapse just one day after his wife first lady laura bush toured the scene is expected to reach the 
site of the collapse somewhere around 9 30 today there will not be an official motorcade instead the 
president bush will do a helicopter flyover of the site on marine one we notice waiting for him there is 
governor tim paulenti minnesota first lady mary paulenti and minneapolis mayor r.t ryback plus a uniformed 
military man which we do not know who that is at this time waiting at the bottom of the stairway there for 
president bush he's only here for a short visit scheduled to put to depart at 11 35 get you up to date on 
what's happening right now the number of dead from wednesday's collapse stands at five with eight people 
still missing as we watch the door of the air force one waiting for the president to step out today divers will 
reserve their resume their search for cars and bodies in the muddy waters of the mississippi river 
investigators are also focusing on why the downtown side of the bridge came down in a different way than 
other sections they plan to use computer models to pinpoint why the southern end of the bridge shifted 50 
feet in the fall of course the southern end closest to downtown while the rest of the bridge came down 
straight into the river state leaders say they'll consider a gas tax to pay for rebuilding the bridge we're going 
to have complete coverage today now yesterday of course we talked 
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today now yesterday of course we talked about first lady laura bush touring the scene she praised the 
rescuers who rushed to the bridge in the chaos after the collapse saying that there are so many good stories 
it lifts people and really encourages people she mentioned the regular people who help children get safely off 
a school bus perched on a slanting bridge deck we've all seen that video and also the trained rescue divers 
who went into the swirling murky mississippi river searching for survivors now there has been some rain 
today we'll be reporting on how that might affect the search as that continues today and as we say air force 
one landing about uh oh 8 55 touching down at minneapolis-st paul airport if you're just joining us taxiing up 
we are now waiting for the president to step out he's going to make a quick visit to the site and then return to 
washington waiting there you see off to the left minneapolis mayor rt ryback you also see uh governor tim 
paulenti in between them is minnesota's first lady mary paul enti the governor will use marine one there he is 


president george w bush stepping off air force one coming down alone as we say just a quick tour of course 
governor tim pawlenty the host of the republican convention mary paulenti and mayor r t ryback the president 
will be flying in marine one a marine helicopter for a flyover look 
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a marine helicopter for a flyover look at the site of the bridge collapse has been informed he's been following 
the details there's his entourage behind him so it'll take some minutes for them to come out of air force one 
and then get on to marine one there's senator amy klobuchar there's senator norm coleman as you see there 
in the white shirt amy klomashar in the black shirt black t-shirt and the blue shirt over that representative 
ellison is in the mix there as well somewhere we're told we don't know how many people are going to get on 
to marine one at this time that's the helicopter that will be doing the flyover that looks like karl rove coming 
down the uh coming down the gangway there coming down the stairs so there they are exiting walking 
across the tarmac the president and the lead there those are some secret service senator amy klobuchar 
right behind there in the black uh pants and that bluish shirt of some kind now that is marine one a helicopter 
high-tech helicopter looks like everyone is getting on there's governor tim pauleni stepping on 
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we are live at the minneapolis-st paul airport air force one touching down about 8 55. yes repo that was in 
the white hair that was republican congressman john klein also in that group of people so i don't know 10 12 
15 people uh getting onto air force one as we saw excuse me marine one the helicopter that will do the uh it 
will be a quick flyer flyover you scheduled according to the schedule to leave somewhere around 9 30 it may 
be a bit longer than that the greetings at the bottom of the gangway was the stairway lasted a few minutes 
firing up marine one now and we're told that congressman keith ellison flew on air force one from washington 
with the president on the way here i uh didn't quite catch him and the group that came down but um might 
have just been my screen there marine one ready to take off and head a few miles to downtown minneapolis 
to watch the take a look at the site as divers are on the scene there there was some light rain earlier and it 
also appeared that it was karl rove that came down that gang the stairway with with the president 
accompanying the president to the visit here to uh 
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here to uh the twin cities to see the i-35w crash site the marine helicopter that carries the president the high- 
tech helicopter with his uh group now of uh people who greeted him here people who came on the plane 
from washington dc many will be flying back and just within the hour as they make their visit they make their 
flyover to inspect the site see divers working there was some rain earlier in the day it doesn't appear to have 
uh any rain at the airport at the moment from my viewing of the screen and we don't know how that rain is 
going to affect uh the divers today they had enough problems with swirling water and debris and eddies and 
the danger of doing that search we'll have to see how any rains today affect that marine one taxiing for 
takeoff of course laura bush made a quick stop here yesterday she was here long enough to it was a 
regularly scheduled previously scheduled visit she also visited the american red cross while she was here 
after visiting the site i don't know how many times that we have had back-to-back visits one day after the 
other of the first lady and then the president of the united states to my knowledge certainly not to minnesota 
if you're just joining us maybe 15 20 minutes ago five minutes to to nine the president united states now 
taking a he arrived an air force one now getting into the air via marine one the 
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getting into the air via marine one the helicopter that will take him to the uh to the site the bridge collapsed 
we're gonna monitor his uh his visit he's scheduled to uh to leave at 11 35 that is so it'll be a quick visit not 9 
35 as i said 11 35 we're gonna monitor his visit and we're gonna break in uh if there are any developments 
uh and we have him uh departing of course join us at ten o'clock for our regularly scheduled program our 
news program wcco saturday morning we're going to take you back now to our regularly scheduled 


programming we'll see you back here at 10 o'clock this is wcco 4 news saturday morning [Applause] 
recovery efforts at the site of the 35w bridge collapse resume for the third day but weather could put those 
missions on hold we'll have live reports from the scene and our meteorologist ron chender will fill us in on 
what mother nature has in store two days after promising robust help from the federal government president 
george w bush is at the site this morning getting a firsthand look at the devastation it's the southern end that 
we're specifically looking at and new information gives investigators a place to focus their search for answers 
good morning and thank you for making this part of your day i'm john riger we've got continuing coverage of 
the bridge collapse this morning including the very latest from the scene an amazing story of survival and 
we'll talk with a parenting expert about how to help children understand the horrific images we've seen in the 
past three days ron trenda the site down there the collapse they've already had trouble with the murky 
waters of the mississippi and it has been sprinkling drizzling down there this morning uh what do we have in 
store well basically as we look at radar what you're going to see is the heaviest rain is in the south metro and 
that's good for the folks that are trying to recover 
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trying to recover bodies and just get through that mess down there near downtown what you see is the 
strongest stuff is down in dakota and scott county moving eastward but over minneapolis some very light rain 
and it looks like the tendency will be for the strongest stuff to stay to the south at least for the next few hours 
as far as our timeline for today we're going to be cool we're at 69 degrees right now 74 at noon and 3 o'clock 
78 degrees for your high temperature a little breezy southeast at 14. mainly showers for us in the next few 
hours isolated thunderstorm cannot be ruled out and then possibly with a little destabilization another chance 
of thunderstorms about six o'clock well much more in the weather coming up in just a few minutes all right 
we uh still the drought conditions around the state we'll talk about that in a bit too thank you now the very 
latest on the bridge collapse the numbers have not changed in the last 24 hours five people are confirmed 
dead and eight remain unaccounted for president bush is touring the site of the destruction this morning he 
arrived about a half hour ago and immediately boarded a helicopter to take him to the scene arriving about 
five to nine [Music] during his weekly radio address yesterday the president talked about the tragedy and its 
effect on all of america this is a difficult time for the community in minneapolis but the people there are 
decent and resilient and they will get through these painful hours as they do they know that all of america 
stands with them and that we will do all we can to help them recover and rebuild the president's wife laura 
visited the bridge collapse site yesterday her trip to the twin cities was planned before wednesday's tragedy 
she was here for a helping america's youth conference and but before heading to the university of minnesota 
she toured the site and thanked all of the emergency workers mrs bush also stopped by the red cross to 
express her gratitude for their work we're learning more about the five victims confirmed dead so far 
authorities identified paul eichstadt yesterday he was the driver of the tasty truck that caught fire after the 
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truck that caught fire after the collapse ikestat was from mounds view and he was 51 years old these are the 
faces of the four other confirmed victims they are actually this is sadia sahal one of the victims other victims 
are 36 year old patrick holmes of moundsview 32 year old julia blackhawk of savage 29 year old artemio 
trinidad maina of minneapolis and 60 year old sherry engebretson of shoreview the number of people still 
missing was dramatically reduced from thursday to friday but by last night minneapolis police chief tim dolan 
refused to say how many people are still unaccounted for but with weather moving in and the president 
touring the site recovery efforts might be slow today our heather brown is live on the scene with morning this 
morning with the latest heather we've talked about the drizzle we've talked about the rain how is the weather 
affecting the dive this morning john they say it really shouldn't bother them at all but if they see any signs of 
lightning out here they'll yank those guys right out of the water now the plan was for them to go in just about 
half an hour ago but i don't know if this point if they're under the water at this exact moment because it's 
really hard for us to see anything you see because the president was here our chopper wasn't allowed in the 
air and the police have cordoned off such a large area around this bridge that it's really hard to see very 
much at all even glimpses like this one about a quarter of a mile away are hard to come by the sheriff's office 


told me this morning that the president's visit would not interfere with their diving today here's some video of 
them in the water yesterday so far divers have found 12 cars but no bodies now it's dangerous work under 
there one diaper goes down at a time and then two of them act as safety backups in case anything goes 
wrong they're always held onto though by a rope now these guys have to maneuver their way through debris 
and metal from the bridge those currents are moving very quickly and the water is murky it's hard to see 
even six inches in front of them we've got to feel their way in find the object they have to get up pretty much 
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object they have to get up pretty much face to face to the license plate they call that out to us and then they 
go around the car and then in the car well they don't know how many cars are actually under there and even 
of the ones that they found some of them are stuck underneath cars so they're going to have to wait for 
heavy machinery to come and that could take several days all right heather brown down on the site thank 
you for that we'll check back with you in a bit we want to give you some shots of the president he's on the 
site investigating himself he took a flyover of uh of the site there he is this is a this is a little setup that they 
have uh near the bridge site we'll go to we'll go to that in a bit let's uh the national transportation safety board 
says its investigation took a big step forward yesterday with an unexpected discovery officials say the south 
side or the downtown side of the bridge seemed to shift about 50 feet to the east during the collapse while 
the rest of the bridge fell straight down they plan to use computer models to try to figure out what caused that 
shift both houses of congress have approved a bill to direct 250 million dollars to rebuilding the 35w bridge 
minnesota's national lawmakers returned to the site on thursday and then immediately returned to 
washington to push for the measure before the month-long summer session ended yesterday the house will 
have to take another vote on the legislation today since the senate made several minor changes to the 
package last night a white house spokesperson says president bush supports that measure meantime state 
lawmakers will likely meet soon for a special session they'll talk about how to pay for rebuilding the bridge 
and other transportation needs for the state governor pauline says everything is on the table including a hike 
in the gas tax something he has been against from the start we're joined now by wcco political reporter pat 
kessler to talk more about the response from our elected officials uh thanks for coming in pat we just saw 
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uh thanks for coming in pat we just saw senator coleman senator klobuchar representative ellison 
representative klein they came in with the president to tour this site they've got their work cut out for him this 
is a big deal in washington right now 250 million dollars approved so far and the president will likely sign that 
bill he says in fact that he is going to sign something like this do whatever it takes for minnesota to get this 
money here in minnesota again there is a lot of work being done as you mentioned the governor has now 
reversed himself and republicans after years of opposition the governor now says he's open to and may in 
fact support a gas tax increase that is a very very big change that is an about-face that breaks the no tax 
hike promise that the governor has made for years and made the centerpiece of his political career and john 
that's because of course of this catastrophic bridge disaster now we talk about the gas tax it's not that simple 
where it just happens even though they they have worked up a bill before there might be some changes in 
fact uh some of the democrats saying uh we may have to reshape this thing in a special session right the 
special session would likely be held probably uh sometime in september there are discussions going on right 
now they will in fact reshape this bill the governor has vetoed a gas tax hike twice but there is a bill that is 
kind of working its way through but this would be a little bit different it could be up to 10 cents maybe even 
more but 10 cents part of this money would be dedicated to clean up and rebuilding for the 35 w bridge but 
much of it would be for emergency bridge inspections emergency bridge repairs and to make up for chronic 
underfunding of the transportation system here in minnesota and there's going to be very little opposition to it 
but people are going to watch this very closely because the gas tax could be a little onerous still with prices 
of gas and hovering at three bucks a gallon exactly uh we saw the president uh uh come in today we've got 
some video of down uh doing some inspecting himself down there on the site uh 
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there on the site uh some looking at some of the rescuers for him to come in now uh the the collapse 
happened on wednesday what is he thinking right now how is he going to respond well this this is a signal 
that the president of the united states is very interested uh frankly politically this is very important for him to 
do after disasters in the last few years of katrina and and the lack of response by the federal government 
senator norm coleman a fellow republican with the president said he was very concerned about katrina and 
how they were going to respond to this disaster but all this is not very political with the democrats and 
republicans working together in washington so they're very glad that he's here and this is a signal that 
something is going to happen we've got lots to talk about pat you'll stick around for us we'll show that in just a 
second all right thank you the red cross which has been instrumental in assisting the families of people 
missing since wednesday's tragedy is moving its assistance center they will move the center from the holiday 
inn metrodome to the kennedy center at augsburg college the red cross is currently assisting about 30 family 
members still waiting for word on their loved ones a red cross official said yesterday all of those people are 
waiting for word on about five missing people in the past few days many have questioned why mndot didn't 
react differently to the bridge's status as being structurally deficient just ahead we'll talk with former 
transportation secretary len levine about how these types of decisions are made and get his assessment of 
whether the criticism of mndot is warranted [Music] welcome back to our continuing coverage of the bridge 
collapse since the collapse of the 35w bridge on wednesday evening the department of transportation has 
taken a lot of heat about its reactions to reports that the bridge was structurally deficient i'm joined now by 
former transportation commissioner len levine are these uh criticisms warranted and is it time for those 
criticisms right now 
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it time for those criticisms right now well i don't think you can point fingers i because uh there's a lot involved 
here the department of transportation has in my judgment uh some of the finest competent professionals in 
the bridge area that we have in the united states i believe it's a funding issue it's a big part of this because 
you can't i used to be a runner in college you can't start and stop and start and stop you need a stable 
source of funding so that when you start these projects and you get into the design and then in the 
construction in the acquisition of the right-of-way it's a lengthy process and so you need to plan out for the 
future and today with all the heavy traffic you need to be able to divert the traffic while you do the 
construction we have winter here you can't do you know you can't construct uh bridges in january in february 
so some long-term funding issues is the root the core problem but what about warnings were some warning 
signs missed not heated not taken seriously enough well you know i'm not there now and and it's hard to 
point a finger i think that there were obviously some red flags and there was analysis done on this bridge and 
some other bridges which would have been reason for concern from what i've been reading in the news and 
hearing on the tv i think there was some concern there but then the question is what do you do do you shut 
down all the bridges that have a four and five deficiency rating do you um do you limit the uh heavy trucks 
and the buses that go on there i mean this bridge that collapsed had 140 000 vehicle count you know 30 40 
50 000 vehicle count is heavy 100 000 is heavy 140 000 with the vibration and in huge trucks i mean it's a it's 
a problem a year ago a private consulting firm said get some uh or what is it called reinforced plating on that 
bridge the state came back and said give us other uh other options and so they went with an inspection 
program is that something that that was missed you know this whole 
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that was missed you know this whole issue about inspection i today it's a different game than it used to be uh 
years ago the traffic is higher the bridges are being built differently this bridge didn't have a redundancy there 
was no what we say a belt and suspenders so you know the one thing broke and the whole thing came down 
uh maybe it's time to reevaluate how we do the inspections and what we inspect for and the way we inspect 
uh it's different today than it was at one time and i understand there are new ways to inspect that could be 
used all right mr levine thank you for coming in we want to let everybody know that he has his own company 
that helps people more effectively work with all levels of government we've created a link to his website go to 
wcco.com links thank you for for coming in and your perspective hope to talk to you again thank you very 


much all right uh ron trenda we were talking to heather brown who's getting some drizzling some rain down 
there at the site uh and uh but we do have about forty percent of the state in drought conditions we do need 
rain across the state uh what are we gonna get today well it looks like mainly the southern third of minnesota 
is going to get the rain for today unfortunately a lot of central minnesota will miss most of the rain 
northeastern minnesota will miss the rain as well in northwestern wisconsin everyone in a severe drought 
let's take a look first of all at storm alert what you're going to see is how the rain is continuing to track 
eastward across mainly southern minnesota here in the twin cities we're right on the edge of the rain mainly 
light showers up here but some heavier rains down south of rochester we'll zoom in on that what you're 
going to see is basically they're continuing to move to the east and dropping decent amounts of rain down 
there but some breaks already in that rain pattern over hennepin county with some more out to the west 
they'll eventually track over us so off and on rain in the forecast for today can't rule out a clap of thunder and 
some lightning but mainly rain this morning better chance of some scattered thunderstorms as we go into the 
afternoon let's take a look here at the satellite radar replay for last 12 hours you can see how this whole blob 
has moved eastward 
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whole blob has moved eastward there's a low pressure system down to the southwest with a little heating of 
the day we expect another batch of showers and storms to develop this afternoon and into this evening a 
slight risk for severe weather for southwestern and south central minnesota does not include the twin cities 
68 degrees haven't seen that at this hour in a while and it looks like warmer temps up to the north because 
they'll have more sunshine up there in fact here's how it's shaping up we're looking for 75 for rochester but 
81 in duluth 80 at international falls and also hibbing but you notice no rain symbols over northern minnesota 
it looks like they'll stay dry up there some scattered showers and storms for us down here in the south as we 
go through the day now here's how it looks for us hour by hour basically high temperature 78 might be 
optimistic unless we get some breaks in that cloud cover southeast winds of 14 to 15 miles an hour chance 
of a thunderstorm at any point but the best chance of thunder would be towards six o'clock into the early 
evening in the meantime some scattered showers from time to time here's your forecast for tomorrow 85 
degrees a lot drier sunshine patchy clouds southwest winds of 8 to 14. your seven day forecast looks like this 
it warms up once again after tomorrow 88 on monday maybe some thunder late better chance of showers 
and storms on tuesday we're looking at 90. you can see a string of temps right around 90 but some sunshine 
as we move into wednesday thursday and friday so some also get some rain today i wish it was more the 
state but something's better than nothing all right ron trenda thank you so much for that all weekend the twins 
are honoring the people who died in the bridge collapse and they're saluting those who helped rescue and 
recover others players are wearing a special 35w decal on their batting helmets there it is last night at the 
game they also had a moment of silence and showed a 40-second video which highlighted what happened 
the team canceled thursday night's game but felt they needed to play friday night we can help people by 
offering some relief and relaxation in this really difficult time for everyone the twins management tells us that 
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the twins management tells us that players might even continue to wear those special decals the rest of the 
season now the twins lost to the indians last night five to two the same two teams played today at three 
o'clock the bridge collapse will have a lasting effect on everyone in the twin cities even those who only 
experienced it by watching television just ahead we'll talk with a parenting expert from the university of 
minnesota about how we help our children deal with the horrific images they've seen particularly when it 
involves a school bus teetering on the edge of the destroyed bridge we'll be right back [Music] the images of 
this week's bridge collapse have captivated the world but the one that truly drove home the horror of the 
tragedy is the picture of a school bus full of children on their way home from a day at the beach left teetering 
dangerously close to the edge fortunately all the children were able to escape with only minor injuries thanks 
to a a true hero but it's the images of the bus that will probably be the scariest for children martha erickson is 
the director of the harris progress at the university of minnesota and uh also a co-chair of the president's 
initiative on children youth and families so thank you for for coming in today glad to be here how do i mean 


the kids can't get away from it's on tv all the time the adults are talking about how do they process this well it 
really strikes close to home especially when you see so many images of children being carried away when 
you see that school bus as you mentioned and it can just stir up all kinds of anxieties anxieties about what if 
this happens to me when i'm on my school bus what if something happened to my mommy or my daddy it 
can just really strike deep in children's hearts what do you suggest that parents do then well i think first of all 
they really do need to minimize children's exposure to this kids are going to know about it even my little 
three-year-old granddaughter was talking about it yesterday but we need to minimize the chances that they 
will see it over and over because that just re-traumatizes the children then you want to really take your cues 
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then you want to really take your cues from the child listen to what the child is expressing give them a 
chance to express their fears and concerns and then provide reassurance let them know that you're doing 
everything you can to keep them safe that this is a very rare occurrence and that people are checking on 
other bridges to make sure that they're safe and then continue your ordinary routines kids derive a lot of 
security and feelings of comfort from the day-to-day routines and that's important to continue don't let this 
become the total obsession for your family when you talk to your children about what they see or what they 
hear how do you how how adult do you do you make the conversation how truthful or how factual about it do 
they well that really depends so much on the age of the child and i think parents just need to really attune to 
their child's developmental understanding and be straightforward let them know this was a terrible accident 
people were hurt people were killed but also focus on the acts of heroism on the rescues on the people 
stepping forward to offer help because children can understand those stories and draw comfort from them 
and uh i you know adults even now as they're driving everybody's wondering about these uh bridges about 
you know it's the time where you think about all that uh how do you keep from getting um frightened about all 
that even adults well i think it really helps to talk about it just expressing fears often helps you master them 
and that's true for both adults and children so i think it's fine to express that we need to continue to go on and 
drive and drive across bridges and we need to communicate that calmly and in a comforting way to our 
children all right martha erickson director of the harris programs at the u of m thank you for coming in and 
you know face it with your children they need your help and you have to be strong about it thank you so 
much dr erickson and her daughter share some parenting tips and secrets every sunday afternoon on fm 107 
their show is called good enough moms just head to wcco.com and click on links 
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just head to wcco.com and click on links and numbers we will link you to there to the show's website uh 
during that interview we showed some pictures of the president down at the site of the uh of the bridge 
collapse we'll have more of that a little later with the devastation left behind it's hard to believe how many 
people survived wednesday's bridge collapse collapsed in just a few minutes one woman's amazing story of 
survival how she was able to free herself from her car after it plunged into the mississippi river we'll have that 
coming up a lady i think she had a nurse outfit [Music] [Applause] divers are planning to return to the 
mississippi river today they are on the river now to continue their search for victims trapped beneath the 
surface but some incoming weather could hamper their efforts we'll have the latest from the scene and 
details on the rain and i just felt cement everywhere it was just blocks on top of me plus an amazing story of 
survival how this woman freed herself from underneath concrete at the bottom of the mississippi river the 
effects of this tragedy will be felt around the state for years to come we'll look at how the department of 
transportation is working to keep the metro area moving good morning and welcome to the second half hour 
of wcco saturday morning and our continuing coverage of the i-35w collapse i'm john rieger we're covering 
the bridge collapse and the president's visits from all angles this morning first we'll check in with ron trenda 
because the weather could delay recovery efforts today ron we've already seen some rain down at the uh 
recovery site right uh what about today are we going to get more is that going to be do you think it will be a 
problem for them i think it could be a problem off and on if if they see any lightning in the distance they'll just 
get out of there it's not worth taking the risk but let's take a look at radar right now storm alert and what you're 
going to see 
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storm alert and what you're going to see is the the heaviest rain is moving across the southern parts of the 
metro area in fact there's a little break just to the west of minneapolis and they'll be in that break for a while 
but some more gathering showers out to the west probably not a lightning with that but later on today a 
chance of some lightning mixed in with the rain and as we look at the timeline for today that temperature isn't 
going to move much we're officially at 68 degrees right now 74 at noon might be a little optimistic and that 78 
might be optimistic for a high too depends on how many breaks we get in those clouds as we go through the 
afternoon generally mild temperatures throughout and our best chance of thunder may very well be towards 
six o'clock with a little destabilization maybe some isolated thunder with that so some folks will get rain 
especially from the twin cities southward central minnesota is dry too it doesn't look like they're going to get 
much rain much more coming up in a few minutes all right if it'll hold off to the evening we can get through 
the day and maybe those divers can get some work done thank you ron okay it seems like and it's a turn it's 
been an eternity but it's only been 64 and a half hours now since the 35w bridge collapsed into the 
mississippi river so far there are five confirmed dead and the number of missing has fallen as low as eight 
however officials refused to comment on that number last night just over an hour ago president bush arrived 
in the twin cities to get a firsthand look at the devastation here he is stepping off of air force one he met with 
a group of elected assembled at the airport he hopped onto his helicopter marine one to head out to the site 
we have some video now just minutes later after he was whisked to the uh recovery site on the mississippi 
river he got a bird's eye view of the devastation on the mississippi river and then just a few minutes ago we 
have some video of president bush he's on the site there on the ground taking a look talking to some of the 
uh some of the recovery workers taking a firsthand look at the devastation down at that bridge collapse she 
spent some time talking with one of the survivors who helped get kids off that bus that we were talking about 
during his radio 
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were talking about during his radio address last night president bush talked about the effect the tragedy is 
having on all of america and the amazing response from citizens and emergency workers our hearts ache for 
those who suffer yet our hearts are also lifted by acts of courage and compassion we saw those qualities in 
the residence of a nearby apartment building who rushed to the scene to offer their help we saw them in the 
divers who fought the mighty currents of the mississippi to reach victims and we saw them in the firefighters 
who searched car to car for survivors meantime the ntsb's investigation into why the bridge collapsed took a 
big step forward yesterday crews are focusing on the southern end of the bridge we noticed that the section 
of this part of the bridge seemed to behave differently in the video and then also in the final way that it sat 
after the collapse officials plan to use a computer program that will simulate the collapse in hopes that it will 
reveal the exact cause the ntsb is asking anyone who was involved in or witnessed or has pictures or videos 
of the collapse to contact them the number is four 1-866-328-6347 the number on your screen there dive 
teams are in the mississippi river again this morning searching for any more victims still trapped in 
submerged vehicles yesterday authorities reduced the number of people unaccounted for as low as eight but 
by last night minneapolis police chief tim dolan would not comment on how many were still missing we know 
that two of the missing are sadia sahal and her two-year-old daughter hannah mohammed sahal called 
wednesday to say she was stuck in traffic calling home but she never did arrive home our heather brown is 
down near the scene this morning ashley heather brown we're going to go 
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ashley heather brown we're going to go back to you the president george w bush is about to speak at that 
site we'll head back to heather brown and get back to the president when he gets to the microphone heather 
what do we know about the recovery effort today how are the weather how's the weather affecting things well 
john it's been a light drizzle out here all morning and that really should not bother the divers but if they see 
any sign of lightning they will yank those guys out of there right away now they should be in the water right 
now but because we can't see them we don't know what they're doing at this exact moment you see the 


police have taped up such a large area around this bridge that even a glimpse like the one you're seeing 
right now about a quarter mile away are hard to come by and the sheriff's office told me this morning that the 
president's visit should not affect their recovery efforts check out some of the video that we took yesterday of 
the divers so far they have found 12 cars but no bodies and they've searched through almost all of them and 
id'd them through license plates but some of those cars they can't get inside because they're crushed 
underneath other cars they'll need some heavy equipment to move them the conditions down there are 
dangerous the currents are strong the water is murky and there's a lot of debris to maneuver around it's 
making it already difficult situation even tougher it's a terrible mess quite honestly we don't know how many 
cars were up on the bridge when it collapsed we don't know how many victims were in the vehicles 
themselves there's a lot of questions that we just don't know the answers to we're working to find them now 
investigators above the ground are working hard as well as soon as they get those license plate numbers 
from the divers they then go and try and track down the owners they've been able to link up a few folks one 
woman was in in the hospital another woman was quote alive and well they're still working on connecting 
everyone else so it's not clear where those people are at this point all 
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where those people are at this point all right heather brown thank you for that uh not far away by the way 
have you you were able to see the president's helicopter uh as it approached how long did he spend over the 
area the helicopter gosh you know they were flying right above us for i don't know maybe five minutes or so 
but they that was probably about 30 minutes or so that they were right around here all right thank you 
heather we're waiting on the president to step up to the podium he's got a microphone down there near the 
site there's a microphone set up we hope to hear from him in a moment let's talk now about the survival 
stories coming out of this tragedy they're simply amazing we talked with a young woman yesterday who 
found herself trapped underwater but managed to fight her way out you know of course i wonder why did i 
stay alive because i really thought this is the end great 27 year old deanna on dix thinks that she went into 
the mississippi at one of the points where the bridge buckled she described her ordeal to our darcy pollen i'm 
not sure earlier i'm not really religious but i feel like something save me or that's not hard to believe when you 
hear the terrifying moments gianna andeck lived through after the bridge beneath her fell away i just saw the 
highway going downwards and my car was heading towards from what i remember another piece of cement 
so i think there was a v i think i was at the point where it broke she remembers her plunging car hitting the 
tumbling bridge deck i remember just a big cement block going through my windshield and then it hit me in 
the head the next thing she knew she was under water and i just felt cement everywhere it was just blocks 
on top of me she thinks this portion of the bridge landed on her car i'm thinking like how do people die when 
they drown how how does it happen or how long is it going to take then she felt a spot where the debris 
moved once i felt that soft spot i started pushing with my back and just pushing my legs against the car 
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and just pushing my legs against the car and started floating upwards but i swam up from under here 
somewhere deanna pulled herself up on this small cement piece and waited for help i'm a pretty lucky 
person you know makes me feel like i have to do even more now as a person like getting this chance and 
just an unbelievable story of survival down there how she had the strength to come out miraculously diana 
managed to escape with just bumps and bruises passers-by drove her to the hospital after the rescue she 
wanted to tell her story to thank all those strangers who brought her to safety after seeing her story on wcco 
last night one of those good samaritans contacted us and we will arrange a reunion one of the great 
minnesota stories soon after the bridge collapsed on wednesday evening minnesota's elected officials 
jumped into action just ahead we'll tell you about congress and its passing of an emergency funding bill that 
would send a quarter billion dollars to the recovery and rebuilding efforts stay with us we'll be right back this 
is what it looked like last night from the air the drive home from sky 4. pretty heavy for a friday night in 
minnesota summer so we'll have to look ahead to monday and see how the commute is for the first monday 
after the bridge collapse city state and business leaders have been meeting to talk about that commute and 


much more they need to plan for a traffic mess that could take more than two years to clear up jason 
derusha shows us what's happening now to ease congestion this is not the normal friday night commute on 
the hennepin avenue bridge 
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commute on the hennepin avenue bridge and it is expected to get so much worse what are you going to do 
on monday i have no clue actually i have no clue for nearly two years there will be no 35 w bridge the 
alternate route is mainly 280 and that is not very good and you're here because we're going to need your 
help and we're going to need a lot of your help that's why the mayor met business leaders this afternoon lots 
of them and they've got worries how to get workers to downtown and how to get trucks around on roads that 
aren't built for that kind of way i think the first decisions are always the heroic decisions the next decisions 
are the difficult decisions and then we address the practical decisions right now metro transit is adding 10 
new buses during rush hours you can hop on for free at the park and rides in eight north and east metro 
suburbs all next week those folks will have the biggest troubles getting downtown what we've decided to do 
is issue our employees a challenge that at least 20 percent of those will take mass transit for the next couple 
years during this all weekend minneapolis planners will try to find other options for drivers the businesses are 
not waiting around but it's up to us all of us in this community to make sure that we're not defined by that 
wound but we're more defined by our response our repair and our rebuilding the truckers association tells us 
the cost to re-route trucks around 35e may be as high as 240 thousand dollars a day it's a 20-mile detour for 
trucks for commuters some businesses will pay for a bus pass you should ask at work others are offering 
flexible schedules so people can work off hours or even work from home all right let's check in with ron 
trenda meteorologist checking the skies for us today needing rain across the state not wanting it at the bridge 
site today right and at the bridge side it's very scattered shower activity no signs of lightning near the north 
metro in fact most lightning is down near the iowa border let's take a look at storm alert and 
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let's take a look at storm alert and what you're going to see is the last hour or so of the loop and the 
concentrated rain is missing the twin cities it's considered down to the south moving to the east some very 
strong thunderstorms down in iowa but of course they'll stay there for the time being later on today we have 
a chance of some of that stronger thunderstorm activity redeveloping and moving over us you can see the 
downtown area right on the edge of some showers here south metro getting some generous rains the 
extreme south metro and as it continues to move to the east let's take a look at the big picture on satellite 
radar composite you'll see this blob of showers and thunderstorms continues to move to the east strongest 
stuff down in iowa as i mentioned but we expect this low pressure system to redevelop another batch of 
showers and thunderstorms as we go in the afternoon as far as your cabin cast heading up north there's a 
chance of a shower or thunderstorm possibly as far north as brainerd but north of there it should stay dry 
high temperatures generally in the upper 70s a little breezy southeast at 14 to 20 and the chance of 
afternoon and evening thunder over northern minnesota tomorrow very scattered stuff with middle 80s so 
nice summery weather up to the north here's your current conditions 68 degrees we haven't seen that at this 
time of day in a long time very cool out there for today and it's not going to warm up much because of the 
southerly breezes coming out from under that cloud cover chance of showers and thunderstorms mainly the 
southern half of minnesota you can see warmer temperatures for highs international falls expecting 80 while 
we stay in the upper 70s here in the twin cities here's your forecast for today a chance of a shower at any 
point as we go through the afternoon i can't rule out an isolated thunderstorm here at noon but basically our 
better chance would be late afternoon and into this evening of some showers and thunderstorms and here's 
your forecast for tomorrow drier 85 degrees southwest winds of 8-14 just a few patchy clouds your seven- 
day forecast it looks like this the best chance of thunderstorms would be tuesday could start on late 
wednesday but some 90s returning and some sunshine that forecast too so real summary i hope more of us 
can get some rain later this afternoon back to you okay ron thank you so much 
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ron thank you so much day three of the recovery operations are underway at the mississippi river just ahead 
we'll get one more update from heather brown and what's happening at the scene today we're also 
monitoring president bush's visit down to that site right now this is what it looked like last night from the air 
the drive home from sky 4. pretty heavy for a friday night in minnesota summer so we'll have to look ahead to 
monday and see how the commute is for the first monday after the bridge collapse city state and business 
leaders have been meeting to talk about that commute and much more they need to plan for a traffic mess 
that could take more than two years to clear up jason derusha shows us what's happening now to ease 
congestion this is not the normal friday night commute on the hennepin avenue bridge and it is expected to 
get so much worse what are you going to do on monday i have no clue actually i have no clue for nearly two 
years there will be no 35 w bridge the alternate route is mainly 280 and that is not very good and you're here 
because we're going to need your help and we're going to need a lot of your help that's why the mayor met 
business leaders this afternoon lots of them and they've got worries how to get workers to downtown and 
how to get trucks around on roads that aren't built for that kind of way i think the first decisions are always the 
heroic decisions the next decisions are the difficult decisions and then we address the practical decisions 
right now metro transit is adding 10 new buses during rush hours you can hop on for free at the park and 
rides in eight north and east metro suburbs all next week those folks will have the biggest troubles getting 
downtown what we've decided to do is issue our employees a challenge 
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employees a challenge that at least 20 percent of those will take mass transit for the next couple years 
during this all weekend minneapolis planners will try to find other options for drivers the businesses are not 
waiting around but it's up to us all of us in this community to make sure that we're not defined by that wound 
but we're more defined by our response our repair and our rebuilding the truckers association tells us the 
cost to re-route trucks around 35e may be as high as 240 000 a day it's a 20-mile detour for trucks for 
commuters some businesses will pay for a bus pass you should ask at work others are offering flexible 
schedules so people can work off hours or even work from home all right let's check in with ron trenda 
meteorologist checking the skies for us today needing rain across the state not wanting it at the bridge site 
today right and at the bridge side it's very scattered shower activity no signs of lightning near the north metro 
in fact most lightning is down near the iowa border let's take a look at storm alert and what you're going to 
see is the last hour or so of the loop and the concentrated rain is missing the twin cities it's considered down 
to the south moving to the east some very strong thunderstorms down in iowa but of course they'll stay there 
for the time being later on today we have a chance of some of that stronger thunderstorm activity 
redeveloping and moving over us you can see the downtown area right on the edge of some showers here 
south metro getting some generous rains the extreme south metro and as it continues to move to the east 
let's take a look at the big picture on satellite radar composite you'll see this blob of showers and 
thunderstorms continues to move to the east strongest stuff down in iowa as i mentioned but we expect this 
low pressure system to redevelop another batch of showers and thunderstorms as we go in the afternoon as 
far as your cabin cast heading up north there's a chance of a shower or thunderstorm possibly as far north 
as brainerd but north of there it should stay dry high temperatures generally in the upper 70s a little breezy 
southeast at 14 to 20 and the chance of afternoon and evening 
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and the chance of afternoon and evening thunder over northern minnesota tomorrow very scattered stuff with 
middle 80s so nice summery weather up to the north here's your current conditions 68 degrees we haven't 
seen that at this time of day in a long time very cool out there for today and it's not going to warm up much 
because of the southerly breezes coming out from under that cloud cover chance of showers and 
thunderstorms mainly the southern half of minnesota you can see warmer temperatures for highs 
international falls expecting 80 while we stay in the upper 70s here in the twin cities here's your forecast for 
today a chance of a shower at any point as we go through the afternoon i can't rule out an isolated 
thunderstorm here at noon but basically our better chance would be late afternoon and into this evening of 
some showers and thunderstorms and here's your forecast for tomorrow drier 85 degrees southwest winds 


of 8-14 just a few patchy clouds your seven-day forecast it looks like this the best chance of thunderstorms 
would be tuesday could start on late wednesday but some 90s returning and some sunshine that forecast too 
so real summary i hope more of us can get some rain later this afternoon back to you okay ron thank you so 
much day three of the recovery operations are underway at the mississippi river just ahead we'll get one 
more update from heather brown and what's happening at the scene today we're also monitoring president 
bush's visit down to that site right now we're always looking for great stories please drop us a line at 1-800- 
444-wcco president bush is visiting the scene of the 35 w bridge collapse right now we've had pictures of him 
down here so far there are no new confirmed deaths so that number still stands at five fatalities hennepin 
county sheriff rich stanek said yesterday that the number of missing was reduced to eight but admitted that 
number could fluctuate there's a little rain in the area but so far it is not affecting the search 
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far it is not affecting the search efforts our heather brown is down near the scene with the latest uh heather 
meteorologist ron trenda saying that we might not get any lightning uh until later in the day that is the big fear 
not the rain you're exactly right and that would be a good thing because this light drizzle that we've seen all 
morning won't bother those divers it's that lightning that will yank them out of the water right away now the 
president's visit is also not bothering these divers their efforts are going on as planned and as scheduled 
they are in the water right now we are about a quarter of a mile away from the bridge and you can see that 
people have already started gathering this morning into places like this one this is about the closest you can 
get to see because they've cordoned off such a large area at this point divers have found 12 cars and 
identified them but they have not found any bodies we do expect to get an update from the sheriff's 
department at one o'clock this afternoon john all right heather brown thank you for that and she heather 
brown is only a little distance away from the president who was down visiting the the bridge the bridge 
collapse site right now he arrived at five to nine today on air force one we caught him as he crossed the 
tarmac after being greeted by local officials and then took marine one flying a helicopter over the site down 
on the ground he went down on the ground level the river level and did some inspecting and set inspecting 
himself we heard him talk and then uh he is still down there now we'll cover his departure whenever that 
happens ron trenda uh we've talked about we were talking to heather about the any rain coming down 
they've had some drizzling hasn't affected things down there right lightning the big the big world most of 
lightning right now is way down near the iowa border you can see a break in the rain over downtown 
minneapolis some more coming to the from the west and it looks like a dry day tomorrow with 85 after 77. 
okay we will update you all day long as things progress we'll see you back here 5 6 and 10. 


END 


